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Course Title: Ideology and political imagination of imperialism and nationalism                 Course Coordinator:  Alexander Semyonov 
 

Credit Value: 4 ECTS                                                                        Contact hours:  40 
 
Runs in (2016/17): Semester 1, Quarter 1 
 
Course Prerequisites: Students should be familiar with the general contours of the world history from the 16

th-17th
 centuries to the present. 

  
Open to exchange students: yes 

Course Outline 
This course will introduce students to the critical historiography of imperial history and colonialism, examine the genealogies 
of world empires in Modern and Contemporary history, the history of overseas and continental expansion, and the 
historically variegated modalities of imperial rule in overseas and continental empire, the history of imperial reforms, the 
history of imperial collapse in WWI and the decolonization of the 20

th
 century. The comparative dimension of the world’s 

imperial history will comprise the second British Empire (after the American War of Independence), the history of French 
Colonialism in Africa and South-East Asia, the history of the German Empire in both its continental and colonial dimensions, 
the history of the continental imperial triplex (the Habsburg, the Russian, and the Ottoman empires), the history of new 
imperialism (the US and Japan). Special attention will be paid to the ideological framing of modern imperial rule and 
colonialism which will be examined through the lens of intellectual history and post-colonial theory. This will include 
Enlightenment universalist concepts and their impact on the legitimization of imperial rule, the post Romantic scientific 
discourses on the management of population and territorial diversity (oriental studies, anthropology, ethnography, 
geography, sociology), the legal tradition of thinking about legal pluralism, divided sovereignty, imperial citizenship, and 
accommodation of the diversity of the imperial space. The history of nationalism, national political imagination and national 
and post-colonial movement will be situated in these multiple imperial contexts and will be explored as a response to 
imperial hybridity and multiple crossings in the spaces of belonging within the imperial space. The focus will be placed on the 
examination of the formation of British and Russian national identities. 

Assessment Methods 

Assessment:  oral examination (50%); coursework (50%);   
 
Coursework:  
Class participation (50%) 
Essay (50%) 


